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Stories of
Old Home Songs

it is neccssaryto possess knowledge, good will and
Orifice on all sides.1

Another reason why students watch experiments in

choslovakia with more hope than they view those inr
ntries like Russia is the enlightenment of the people.

Prior to the recent war, Bohemia ranked as the

literate of realms. Fewer than one per cent of
t

She adttlt population was unable to read or write.

The University of Prague is the second oldest in

e jhe people have been noted for centuries for

hicvcinents in literature and art. Every Protestant
?c of John Huss, the father of the Reformation

in the annals of philosophy and pedagogy few
u

rank higher than that of Commenius, the Bo-!'a!ni- an

And of course every music lover is familiar

with the compositions of Dvorak, who spent the best

art of his career in America.
While the Slovaks have some of the backwardness of

mountain and highland peoples, they are much more
lightened and progressive than many other Slav peo- -

President Masaryk himself is a Slovak by birth,
c

L General Stefanik, the famous astronomer who
i.rlmc a WorldAVar hero on the Allied side, on which

Uunisands of Czechs and Slovaks fought against their

(lvnastic rtu?1rerrory aboutQ Czechoslovakia comprises
--.5 000 square miles," says Jan Masaryk, its diplo-

matic representative in America. "That is we have

about the same area as the state of New York

"Our natural resources are immense and of great
vnrietv We have most of the minerals, including iron
Vi d coal, in abundance. The greater part of the in-

dustrial and agricultural exports from the old dual mon-

archy of Austria-Hungar- y came from what is now

Czechoslovakia, where lie the beM agricultural as well

as the finest industrial centers of the old empire.
economic conditions arc re-- .

Ai soon as pre-w- ar

mi i f..ti 1 in incr. with much to

My Old Kentucky Home
of the best song writers America ever had

ONE Stephen Collins Foster also one of the
prolific, for he penned between one and

two hundred. This famous Pennsylvania!! created "My

Old Kentucky Home" while he and his sister were
visiting in the state with Judge Rowan who lived a

short distance east of Bardstown.
Stephen and his sister went walking on a certain

soul-thrillin- g morning. The Negroes were at work in

the cornfields of the old plantation and the sun was
shining gorgeously when the two young people sat
down upon a bench. A mocking bird was merry-

making in a tree while a thrush sent out wonderful
notes from the bush that served as his stage. A num-

ber of pickaninnies were playing in and around a

near-b- y shanty. With this as a setting Foster began to
write the immortal words.

His sister read the firs verse and then sang it. The
mocking bird seemed to be enraptured for he drew his

head to one side and descended to a lower bough of the

tree. Did he think himself outdone?
In the meantime Stephen had written the chorus.

When the last sweet note of his sister's voice had died

away, he followed with his compelling deep bass.

The slaves put aside their tools and listened to the
sentimental ditty. The old black women peeped around
a corner of the house, and the children stopped their
playing. A dog gave his attention. Even the leaves
seemed to cease their rustling. The wonderful still-

ness was not broken until the brother and sister blended
their voices in singing, "They hunt no more for the
possum and the coon," and the entire second and
third stanzas.

As the pair finished the song, the cheeks of the
black faces became wet with tears. The children
acted as if a spell had been cast upon them. The
mocking bird and the thrush vanished into the thicket.
The old dog lay down to bask in the sun.

Though this story of the origin of "My Old Ken-

tucky Home" has been told at various times, it seems

too good to be true. At least, songs are not written
in that fashion in this day and age of the world. A

IS oJco.mit.nsVe alrcad in fair shape. The
r- -., ,.o-- c ;c almna re.--u v to harvest. (C) Harris k Ewlng

Czechoslovak Legation, in Washington. D. G.hi'st crop in iuuj ao ,

The activities of our people are almost evenly divided

between manufactures and agriculture, which makes

for sane economic and social life. There are 4,500,000

nindles in our textile industry, and we should

not less than 750.000 bales of your cotton each
tear! Our business with America will necessar.ly

"The' government is thoroughly democratic and

will so remain, for the Czechoslovaks are by nature

emocratic 1. a political sense, we are endeavoring

establish in Central Europe a little Amcr- -
toi, a way lib-

erty

and religiouswill enjoy politicalwhere mena
and all stand equal before the law; and I be- -

'SftolHkdb the healthiest and
k. Crane whoCharlesvinest spot in Europe." says

intimately, his son being American
knows the country

"""There111" perhaps no country where industries are
varied.' Home industries prevail as perhaps no-W- c

more except maybe in 5witzer ani.rise in Europe
and cheap jewelry, for which,

hides la es and toysJ., enrnrked to s the world center.

ha Xantial automobile industry, now
They the horsebecause o.farm tractorsfocused chiefly on

shortage due to the war ; a great porcelain and large

paper
And

industries.
though the information may now lack interest

the world's best beer used to be made in Bohemia, which
of both Pilsner and

gave to beerdom the names

Inthc mountainous regions of both Bohemia and

Slovakia there are many watering places that have
draw travelers from all the world.

drawn or may
Carlsbad is the best known.

The country is isolated from the sea, being like

Switzerland without a coast. However, barges may be

loaded from quays in Prague and floated direct to

Bremen, where the republic has shipping rights.
thousands of both Czechs andThere are many

Slovaks in America. Their support o their peoples

ancient tight for freedom, made, in large part, the

efforts of Professor Masaryk and Dr. Benes and other

expatriated leaders, successful 111 securing, long before

the Great War ended, the assurance of the Entente

Allies that Czechoslovakia would be guaranteed its

proper place in the world's political sun.

PoloThe Origin of Sports
By FRANK DORRANCE HOPLEY

1-fc-
OLO is one of the oldest ff?

modern poet revises and polishes his work; if he

wishes to make a song out of it and is a musician him-

self, he then hums the words over and over until he

gets a melody. Sometimes a writer-compos- er will work
the other way around, from the music to the words;
but Foster liked to do the lyric first. It is entirely
possible, however, that he may have written t4he air of
"My Old Kentucky Home" before he penned the
words; he may have discussed the whole matter with

his sister, for otherwise she could scarcely break out
in full song as the words were set down.

On the day that John Adams and Thomas Jefferson
died Stephen Collins Foster was born at Pittsburgh.

This remarkable day was the Fourth of July, 1826,

just half a century after the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. . . .

The boy quickly qualified as a musician; in tact,

he attained this goal almost before he graduated from

the cradle. He required no teacher, for at the age of

seven he mastered the flageolet himself. Soon every

instrument yielded its sweetness to him. Stephen dif-

fered from his mates. Running and jumping did not

appeal to him half as much as composing songs with

the words and music complete. With his boyhood

largely spent in this fashion, his success as a song

writer did not surprise those persons who really knew

Stephen Collins Foster.
His first published song, "Open Thy Lattice Love,

appeared in 1842 when he was a bookkeeper for his

brother in Cincinnati. He followed this up a few

months later with "O, Susanna" which a minstrel

troupe featured. As these productions became popular
overnight, he quit his job and turned his atten-tio- T

toward the field of endeavor that was his true

heaFosterVaiso studied French and painting. Once he

attempted to illustrate a pathetic song but never

acain He handed his sketch and the manuscript to
it glance and commen ed

his publisher who gave a
Foster! The sens,Mr."Oh another comic song,

five' would-b- e artist thereupon tore up the drawing,
him to make anothernil persuadecould any one ever

CffThe author of "Mv Old Kentucky Home," "Old

Folks at Home," and "Old Black Joe," sailed smoothly

on his way until he entered the mMj
matrimony in 1854. Leaving his vvi fe after six

New York City to live. There he kept a
he went to hoth his earnings and

Sdapubility of the pony for polo, was practically an

accidental discovery To M??
ceded the honor of being the immediate forerunners 01

jtfSSSAtt&M of Polo is very meager
here and therebrief notes gatheredbut we learn from until nintroduced into England

hf earl" seventies,
was not

and then by Sat Shornclilte,stationed10th Hussars, who were
also claimed by the 9th

honor has beenl ough this exchanged, how-It- er

The horses were soon

for ponies and the billiard ball tor the willow

root' ball, which has been used ever since.
has been ascribed theHerbertcertain Captain.TO a

honor of founding the first polo club m Great Britain.
Monmouthshire, in 18- -.This was the

to favor of polo in England was rapid,

and in 187 the first Inter-Regiment- al Tournament was

Tof manager of Hur

HnSnW --w.the possWHtfe.. of Ae gne
,0

claim has often been macic m - --'J- M,
B Cr record of t goes back to the year

and
iT appears to have been of Persian origin. In

what
the

Tale of the Wazir and Sage Duban" is given
that

vurports to be the story of the first game o. polo

JVT This'linTa

annomt him with. i,he, The Sace set to work
and the story goes :

and lie
choosing the fittest drugs and simp es h.

within, and fKa bat, hollow MWU corn-ou- t,henV
for which he made a ball.

plete he went before the kmg, and h 1 Vow
it a s I do so

bat, said, 'Take this mall and grasp
push for the plain, and leaning we 1 o " tli b;

until thy pal m
drive the ball with all they might
moist and thy body perspire, then the e

penetrate through thy palm and HfjJJfjS
person When thou hast done
feelest the effects of the medicine,

n
and make the Ghusl ablution m the H?mnM
and lie down to sleep, so shall .thou become hk)nJ

Yunan is credited with taring folW'JJSg.
"until his hand waxed moist and ,

imbibed the medicine from the wood.
I t .

Mr. T. t. Dale, in his book, "The Game
" e ot

traces the development of this game w mam
its inception to the present, m an interesting

"'"From the Persians the game JlSSm
thence by way of Thibet, nal

m;L
natioand still is, aManinur, where it was. th

The first Englishmen to play the game were

Planters of Bengal, and in that district or
mifar as can mthe game stopped. Then, so

the in Bengal m an irrcguja fj
ion omc'er7 cavalry

, adv.se, tne c m -f- w5oul throughout

and what is, perhaps, even wwi
chestnuts. Some

tins beam iui , be.upon ground should

by which all polo games are played.

TmVTfi on poking back ov.r the

one

hrmseirerrhilSMhrdied-poverty-strick- en and

victim of his own dissolute habits.a musician .he often re-

setted
The man was not a great

that he had not in his youth studied the mas-te- r

The M.cces, of his compositions may he ascribed

to the undeniable fact that they appeal directly to the

""Tosur- - says L. OElson, "was like Robert Burn,,

who sang the purest poetry of humble lite.
a man

resembles that of the Scotchman as

both we" lovers of pleasure, too fond of drink, and
Allen Poe. his l.fe was

unusuaHv g if ted. Like Edgar
fortunate; like that American gemus jus talents

were not appreciated until long after h.s

The,& , r , at is. .rdoernot appeal to the
ry-t-

hc
of a native in the United VhTVxpense enuiied in

used their chargers for tne purpose. Ellg. cost of the ponies and their Keep.
,r,r. f .K ,mo haviiic been played among playing it, tne niaVed to a con- -

iiih officers until after the Mutiny. The remans
doubtedly used horses for the game,
polo reached India that pon.es were Wbeca. lsc

used at first mp y
even these were probably
the hill tribes possessed no horses. The ntnc.s

infrequent.


